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Rebuilding the climate with wood
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The 9th edition of the International Wood Construction Forum showed how the timber
industry is able to mobilise and to fight climate change.

For the first time ever, the Forum focused on one common theme: the climate crisis. The whole
industry was present: for the ninth year in a row, the Forum once again set a new attendance record
with more than 1,600 attendees. This success should be interpreted as a common and unanimous
will to face climate change by using wood construction and biosourced materials. Wood
construction’s growth does not only concern the professionals of the industry anymore as it is now
becoming a social and environmental issue, which concerns everyone.
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Until now, the Forum highlighted achievements rewarding an entire life of work and research; now
it is time to seek a new balance between the leading industry experts and the new climate-concerned
generation, striving for carbon neutrality. Accordingly, the plenary sessions and the main parallel
workshops were filmed, to serve as an educational tool.
During the ninth edition, technical
workshops, not specifically dedicated to
climate change also experienced a record
attendance. This was the case of the

workshop C1, dedicated to the new
« DTU 31.2 » (regulating wood frame
houses and buildings), the workshop B2
centred on AdivBois’ work on high
building made with wood, the workshop
B3 on CLT; the workshop C4 on timber
façades and the workshop B6 on
prefabrication. The workshops were all at
full capacity, unprecedented at the FBC.
Also, the great success of the conferences
did not overshadow the heart of the Forum: the exhibition area.
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The Forum is based on two pillars: the "conference" part divided into inaugural sessions, plenary
sessions and parallel workshops. In addition, the "business and meetings" part is no less important:
the exhibition area is a fixture of the event, now with the value of a multitude of calm and
comfortable peripheral spaces allowing the congresspeople to work together freely without the
usual time constraints. This year for the first time, a complementary tool was introduced: the
official guide for immediate visual identification of the speakers and hosts and for facilitating
contacts. The Forum became a huge and unique coworking space of wood construction; this is
exactly what the industry needs to effectively meet challenges like the organization of
infrastructures for the 2024 Olympic Games.

The International Wood Construction Forum has now reached its status of a major crossroads of the
French wood construction and architectural industry. It is now time to combine all the tools of the
industry and to exploit all possible synergies to increase efficiency with one shared goal: to promote
wood as THE material of the 21th century. In this spirit, the 10th edition of the International Wood
Construction Forum will take place in Paris in 2020.
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